


John Osteen — A Racing Life
By John Osteen (as interviewed by Robin Hoffman)
Photos provided by John Osteen

John O’Steen has had 60+ race wins, 7 SCCA Division titles and the 1981 E Production National
Championship. He was elected membership into the prestigious Road Racing Driver’s Club in 2002.

John began racing career early — he bought a 1966 912 the day after he graduated from the University of
Florida and drove it fast to his first job in Augusta GA. He fell in love with Porsches after driving through
the Tennessee Mountains on his way to a friend’s wedding. He started doing autocrosses with the
Porsche Club in 1968 and has been a PCA member since 1969.

In 1968 He bought a stripped down 1959 Convertible D 356 on a trailer for $1400 and took it to
autocrosses and a SCCA driver’s school. It was lightened and modified too much for SCCA regulations
and couldn’t be raced.

In 1969 he was able to buy a 1958 Speedster from a retiring doctor and won 2 races at Virginia
International Raceway (VIR). He sold it a few years later to his cousin and then bought it back later after
the car sat outside for 10 years. The late Kirk Stowers restored the Speedster to perfection and John still
owns this car today.

John summarized his racing exploits focusing on Porsche except for Le Mans. He did drive other brands

and prototypes from time to time including driving the factory 4 rotor GTO RX7 at Daytona and Sebring

for two years. One of those years Brian Redman was his co-driver. He remembers the 70’s as the most

fun, although it’s always more fun to win. He says, “It was lower key back then plus we all got along and
helped each other out.”

John’s connection with PCA runs deep. He met his wife, Judi, at a St. Louis PCA Christmas party in 1973
and she became very involved in motorsports too. She worked the timing and scoring for races. She
was on his crew during their 1981 E Production National Championship and she is in the photo to prove
it!

John has been in some crashes as well! One memorable wreck happened at Daytona Speedway when
the right rear tire blew in his 935 and he crashed head-on into the wall at 200 MPH just before turn 3! As
he was not the only one who'’s tires could not withstand the speed and force at this location and
crashed, Goodyear recommended the “Bus stop” be added before turn 3 to slow the cars. In another
incident, his car spun 90 degrees into the guardrail at Mosport Raceway when the rear wing flew off .
After this wreck he drove the team’s spare car the very next day despite being very sore! Thank
Heavens for good safety equipment!

John has placed in the prestigious Porsche Cup three times in his career — 15 in 1983, tied for 3™ in
1994 and 9" in 1999. The Porsche Cup is sponsored by the marque and honors the most outstanding
private Porsche drivers of every season. He has been featured in racing magazines and the featured driver at the
Amelia Island Concours.



While everyone has a “l sold it too soon story” —John’s may be the most painful one | have heard. He
bought a 1957 335S Ferrari for $2,000; sold it a few years later for $4,375. Same car sold 2 years ago for
a whooping $36.5 MILLION dollars!

John spent several years driving full seasons while still working at Proctor & Gamble because of their
understanding and flexible schedule and then 5 years working for Escort Radar Detectors. In 1991 he
started own catalog business called “Frontgate” and then had even more flexibility. From 2000-2008 he
didn’t go to a single race as watching a race isn’t the same as driving in the race. Since then he has
driven in some of the Vintage events. His last race was in 2015 where he drove Larry Schumacher’s 911
Cup Car at the Mid Ohio track. John took 2" place by a bumper! With pride he tells me that Larry and
he were the oldest racecar drivers out there!

John is still active in the Space Coast PCA frequently coming out to the Vero Kaffeeklatsches and events.
He has owned a LOT of Porsches over the years and currently drives his 2005 Carrera GT, 1958
Speedster, 1964 SC Cabriolet, and Cayman GT4. He says he has had a wonderful life with Porsches!



John O’Steen Racing Highlights

1969

Began racing in SCCA - 2 wins in Porsche Speedster 84430
(which he still has today)

1970-73, 76-82

Began racing in SCCA National races. Over 50 race wins, 7
Division titles and the 1981 E Production National Championship

1972

Asked by David Helmick to co-drive his new 911 GT in IMSA.
With no crew but David and me, we managed 3 podiums in 5
starts.

1975

Driving a new 911RSR, and with an all volunteer crew, managed
consistent top 5 finishes and 3 podiums. Ended up 5™ in season
points despite missing 3 races. Top 4 were Gregg, Haywood,
Holbert and Stuck.

1977

A couple of DNF’s in John Paul’s RSR before deciding to leave
team. Last minute drive in Busby 935 at Mid-Ohio, finished 3.

1983-84

Drove Akin/Coke 935 and 962. First in GTP at Sebring plus 4
other podiums in ’83. Finished 5 in season points, 15" in
Porsche Cup. Mid pack finishes in '84.

1984
1°tin C2 class (3L prototype) in Le Mans 24hr. Lola/Mazda
1986-96

Multiple Escort/Firehawk endurance wins in 944S, T and 968.
Drove for Hurst, Kelly Moss, Hawk Motorsports and Brumos.

1994

Drove Rohr Motorsports RSR in GT3 class. Multiple podiums
and 3" in season points. Tied for third in Porsche Cup.

1998-99

Drove with Larry Schumacher in GT2 911. Several wins in ALMS
and USRRC. Finished 2" in ‘98 ALMS points and was co-
champion with Larry in the 99 USRRC GT2 championship. Tied
with Larry for 9t in Porsche Cup.

2015

Dro e T Oy —

nlace hv a hiimnerl




John O’Steen Racing Highlights

1969

Began racing in SCCA - 2 wins in Porsche Speedster 84430
(which I have today)

1970-73, 76-82

Began racing in SCCA National races. Over 50 race wins, 7
Division titles and the 1981 E Production National
Championship

1972

Asked by David Helmick to co-drive his new 911 GT in IMSA.
With no crew but David and me, we managed 3 podiums in 5
starts.

1975

Driving a new 911RSR, and with an all volunteer crew,
managed consistent top 5 finishes and 3 podiums. Ended up 5t
in season points despite missing 3 races. Top 4 were Gregg,
Haywood, Holbert and Stuck.

1977
A couple of DNF’s in John Paul’s RSR before deciding to leave

team. Last minute drive in Busby 935 at Mid-Ohio, finished
3rd,



1983-84

Drove Akin/Coke 935 and 962. Firstin GTP at Sebring plus 4
other podiums in '83. Finished 5% in season points, 15t in
Porsche Cup. Mid pack finishes in '84.

1984
1stin C2 class (3L prototype) in Le Mans 24hr. Lola/Mazda
1986-96

Multiple Escort/Firehawk endurance wins in 944S, T and 968.
Drove for Hurst, Kelly Moss, Hawk Motorsports and Brumos.

1994

Drove Rohr Motorsports RSR in GT3 class. Multiple podiums
and 3 in season points (first Porsche). Tied for third in
Porsche Cup.

1998-99

Drove with Larry Schumacher in GT2 911. Several wins in

ALMS and USRRC. Finished 2nd in ‘98 ALMS points and was co-
champion with Larry in the ’99 USRRC GT2 championship.
Tied with Larry for 9t in Porsche Cup.

2000-2008
Didn’t go to a single race.

2009-11
Did a few vintage events









































































































