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Carl Bauer <carl.bauer@broadarrowgroup.com>

Build Documents Request AM115 744 1969 Maserati Ghibli

FABIO COLLINA <fabio.collina@maserati.com> Mon, Jul 4, 2022 at 12:56 AM
To: Carl Bauer <carl.bauer@broadarrowgroup.com>

Dear Mr. Bauer,

thanks for your kind email, you are welcome!

Please find below basic information about the car, | hope it could be useful.

Basic information: GHIBLI Coupé (AM115)

Chassis number AM115*0744*

Model GHIBLI Coupé (AM115)

Body GHIA (Giugiaro design) - Closed
Displacement 4.719 cm3 - Carburettors
Gearbox type Manual type ZF S 5/325
External colour “Verde Acqua” (Metallic Green)
Interiors leather colour “Senape” (Tan)

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=728ae36e93&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1737404221401809530&simpl=msg-f%3A1737404221... 1/3
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Date of production 27/11/1968
Right hand drive No
Delivery area Munich - Germany

Regarding the Historical Documentation Service, | would like to inform you that in
order to start the procedure we kindly need to receive from you pictures of the car
(exterior/interior), pictures of the identification labels and (important)_the picture of
the chassis number stamped on the frame and of the engine number and engine
internal number stamped on the engine block. Please refer to the attachments to
easily find the requested numbers.

Once received ALL the requested pictures, I'll be able to check in our Historical
Archive about the availability of historical documents for your car (please confirm the
ownership of the vehicle, thanks).

After the research I'll advise you about the documents available for your car, their
contents and prices. The research is totally free of charge.

IMPORTANT NOTE: please kindly be advised that in few days I'll be on vacation

until next 27th July. Please be so kind to send me the requested pictures after that
date, many thanks for your kind understanding!

My best regards and happy motoring

Fabio Collina

Fabio Collina

Archivio Storico Maserati S.p.A.
Viale Ciro Menotti, 322

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=728ae36e93&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1737404221401809530&simpl=msg-f%3A1737404221... 2/3
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Invoice

Date Invoice #

8/14/2017 175446

vantage motors

11 Fahey St.
Stamford, CT 06907

Bitl To Year,Make,Model

Dennis Tselentis

56 Harvard Street
Garden City, Ny. 1530
Tel:516-318-2149

1969 Maserati Ghibli 4.7 Coupe
Vin# AM115744
Lic# HX86207 (NY)

Mileage

I'erms

005,087
Quantity ftem Description Amount

1 spord 45899 O Ring 1.46 1.46T

1 spord 68571 Oil Return Hose 42.88 47 88T

1 spord 66185 Condenser Distributor 14.92 14.92T

1 spord 66182 Distributor Points Set 58.41 58.417

1 spord 49441 Axle Rod Support Mount 102.00 102.00T

6 spord 50621040 Bushing 35.33 211.98T

4 spord 48197 Lower Control Arm Bushing 11.25 45.00T

4 spord 48190 Upper Control Arm Bushing 11.25 45.00T

2 spord 48196 Fulcrum Shaft Lower A Arm 121.76 243.527

2 spord 67069 Upper Ball Joint 44,95 89.90T

4 spord 34748 Bushing Silent Block 31.40 125.607

6 spord 4418 Stabilizer Bar Bushing 25.36 152.16T

4 spord 47969 Bushing Leaf Spring End 46.20 184.80T

2 spord 56199 Steering Link Rod Assembly 114.00 228.007

8 spord 58835 Stabilzer End Link Bushing 5.44 43.527

3 spord 48345 Brake Hose 39.51 118.53T

2 spord 42573 Bushing Silent Block 4418 88.36T

4 spord 57214 Bush Front Shock Absorber 95.00 380.00T

2 spord 52764 Rear Shock Grommet Set 18.92 37.84T7

1 spord 00448 Power Steering Pump Seal Kit 79.81 79.81T

1 spord 65987 Parking Brake Pads 87.50 87.50T

4 spord Weber DCNL Carburetor Repair Kit 98.95 395.80T

1 spord 2311300 Qil Filter 29.50 29.507

8 spord 727401 Spark Plug Boot 2.34 18.727

1 Sublet Flush and Test AC Condenser 275.00 275.00T

1 spord FHM 7.5x3 Fuel Hose 48.78 48.787

1 spord 4L300W Belt 17.54 17.547

2 spord 41.390W Belt 20.94 41.88T

1 spord 765-3509 A/C Pag Lubricant 16.94 16.947

12 20w-50 Mobil Motor Qil 8.58 102.967

3 ATF ATF Hydraulic Fluid 7.25 21.75T

2 gal Antifreeze 21.99 43,987
17.828 Fuel/gal. Super Plus Premium Fuel 2.899 51.68T

Sales Tax (6.35%)
Tel: 203-327-1747
Fax: 203-327-7140 Total

www vantagemotorsports.com

Page 1



Invoice

- oice #

8/14/2017 175446
u Fahey St. i
Stamford, CT 06907
\(.‘]"\‘~ll&“'\l‘l‘ltll
Dennis Tselentis 1969 Maserati Ghibli 4.7 Coupe
56 Harvard Street Vin#t AM115744
Garden City, Ny. 1530 Lic# HX86207 (NY)

Tel:516-318-2149

Mileage lerms

005,087

Quantity ftem Description Rate Amount

LMA-GTQ Castrol DOT 4 Brake Fluid LMA 17.69 53.07T
Paint/Materials DE1635 Semi Closs Black Paint 11.80 94.40T
spord 513929 Brown Paint 9.49 9.497
spord 214152 Pt 2 x GLS 8.45 8.45T
165241 1/8 X 3/4 x 48 ZC Angle 17.99 17.99T
spord 713131 Cable Ground 40.70 40.70T
Alignment Perform Wheel Alignment 165.00 165.00T
spord GRW125 Washer Pump 34.81 34.817
misc/hardware Adjustable Clutch Master Cylinder Rod ".75 1.75T
misc/hardware Weather Strip Window Run Channel 7.00 10.50T

P wh d | il il el i O D
Q.

-

=N
N

Labor/Hour Dissassemble and overhaul front suspension. Prepare and 125.00 5,250.00T
refinish front control arms, springs, shock absorbers, sway
bars & hardware.

Remove and replace front control arm bushings. Overhaul
lower ball joints. Replace upper ball joints. Assemble front
suspension with new sway bar bushings, control arm
bushings etc.

Replace front and rear shock absorber bushings. Refinish
front and rear shock absorbers.

Clean front wheel bearings and repack with new grease.
Refit hubs to spindles and adjust wheel bearings.
Overhaul rear suspension. Remove and replace leaf spring
& shackle bushings. Remove and replace differential
torque rod bushings.

Remove and replace steering tie rods & tie rod ends.
Remove and replace front and rear brake hoses. Bleed
brake and clutch hydraulics with new fluid.

Remove distributor cap to replace igntion points and
condenser. Set points gap to spec and assemble
distributor.

Remove spark plugs, clean & set diode gaps. Install new
spark plug wire terminal boots as existing ones were dry

Sales Tax (6.35%)
Tel: 203-327-1747

Fax: 203-327-7140 Total
www.vantagemotorsports.com

Page 2




Invoice

8/1a/2017 175446

1 Fahey St.
Stamford, CT 06907

Bill To Year,Make Model

Dennis Tselentis 1969 Maserati Ghibli 4.7 Coupe
56 Harvard Street Vin# AMus744
Garden City, Ny. 1530 Lic# HX86207 (NY)

Tel:516-318-2149

Mileage I'erms

005,087

Quantity ltem Description \mount

and cracked.

Remove all four carburetors, disassemble and overhaul
carburetors,

Replace all fuel hoses in engine compartment.

Remove power steering pump and rebuild (leaking fluid).
Replace all v belts.

Remove a/c condenser and sublet ot be cleaned and
tested. J

Remove oil tank and clean sludge out of tank. Refinish oil
tank.

Remove and replace oil tank return hose, remove return
hose flange from engine and replace o ring (leaking engine
oil).

Replace oil filter and top up engine with new oil.

Replace battery ground cable. Fabricate and install battery
securing bracket (bracket was missing & battery was
loose).

Evacuate and recharge A/C system.

Check all lights, wipers, washer, fan etc. Repair head lamps
{not working).

Diagnose and repair windshield washer. Remove and
replace faulty washer pump. Install correct style washer
pump switch to dash (no charge for switch as it was a used
unit).

Run engine and synchronize carburetor idles and throttles.
Adjust carburetor mixtures.

Remove fixed clutch master cylinder rod and install
adjustable type to level clutch pedal with brake pedal. (As
it was the clutch pedal was approximately 1" lower than the
brake pedal.

Secure loose windshield molding {was coming out of the
rubber by the windshield wipers).

Secure and glue door window run channels to passenger

Sales Tax (6.35%)

Tel: 203-327-1747
Fax: 203-327-7140 Total

www.vantagemotorsports.com
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Invoice

Date Invoice #

vantage motors

8/14/2017 175446
n Fahey St.

Stamford, CT 06907

Bill To Year,Make,Model

Dennis Tselentis 1969 Maserati Chibli 4.7 Coupe
56 Harvard Street Vin#t AM115744
Garden City, Ny. ns3o Lic# HX86207 (NY)

Tel:516-318-2149

Mileage Ferms

005,087

Quantity ltem Description Amount

and driver side doors. (falling out). Install new driver door
window run channel (top) as it was missing entirely.

Test drive vehicle.

Wash and clean.

Sales Tax (6.35%) $580.51
Tel: 203-327-1747

Fax: 203-327-7140 Total €0,722.20
www.vantagemotorsports.com

Page 4



Fsr. 1969

BHOE: Invoice
Nohﬂl PO"‘I NAsceAT _
[ 4 Date Invoice #
/B L
RESTORATION and, comsnou o i
512 Main Street
Westbury, NY 11590 T "
516-334-1234 Make Maserati
Model Ghibli
License
Bill To
Bl
Dennis Tselentis G o
VIN #
Mileage
Claim#
Item Qty Description Rate Amount
Labor $85.00 16| -Pick up car from Deluxe Car Storage 9/18/18 85.001 1,360.00T
-Dry sand Laquer clearcoat with 2000 grit on entire
car to remove defects and water spot damage in clear
coat, then compound and polish entire car to make
shine.
-Apply carnauba wax to all surfaces including
chrome, clean wheels, tires, glass all trim and
moldings for delivery. :
Misc. I'1Send car on flatbed back to Deluxe Car Storage 150.00 150.00T
Sales Tax 8.625% 130.24
Payments/Credits $0.00
Total $1,640.24

NorthPoint Auto Restorations, Inc. Facility Identification No.: 7117982

Balance Due

$1,640.24



1 Fahey St. InVOlCE

Stamford, CT 06907 Dat Invoice #
ate nvoice
@ 1/31/2022 176205 -

Bill To Year,Make,Model

Dennis Tselentis 1969 Maserati Ghibli
56 Harvard Street Vin# AM115744
Garden City, Ny. 1530

Tel:516-318-2149

005,726

Quantity Item Description : Amount

1 spord 23.13.00 Oil Filter 30.00 30.00T

14 Qil VR1 20W50 Valvoline Racing Oil High Zinc 12.58 176.12T

3 LMA-GTQ Castrol DOT 4 Brake Fluid LMA 17.69 53.07T
12.44 Fuel Fuel 3.959 49.25T
1 spord 6651616 Windshield Washer Pump 35.06 35.06T

1 spord 15689 Washer Switch 46.89 46.89T

1 spord 16062 Brake Light Switch 41.1 41,117

3 R12 R-12 Refrigerant 85.00 255.00T

1 misc 1157 Bulb 1.87 1.87T

12 Labor/Hour Change engine oil and filter. ; 145.00 1,740.00T

Remove distributor cap and adjust ignition points.*
Remove spark plugs, clean, gap, lube threads and refit.
Remove all four wheels to check brakes, pads, discs and
hoses (good).

Remove and replace faulty brake light switch (brake lights
were not working).

Flush brake fluid.

Remove brake fluid reservoirs (both were leaking at the
threaded fitting).

Remove fittings from containers, clean of rust and replace
sealing rings. Refit containers.

Top up brake system and bleed complete brake system
with new fluid.

Flush clutch hydraulics and bleed clutch system with new
fluid.

Repair wheel cap nut stud (stud was loose & would've lost
the wheel nut while driving).

Check all lights, wipers, washer, instrument bulbs, heater
fan, heater and vent controls and repair as necessary.
Remove and replace washer switch not working, remove
and replace washer pump alos not working,

Top up washer bottle, clean and aim sprayers.

Sales Tax (6.35%)

Total

Page 1




Bill To

Dennis Tselentis

56 Harvard Street
Garden City, Ny. 11530
Tel:516-318-2149

Quantity

b Invoice

Stamfordy CT 06907 V
ate nvoic

1/31/2022 176205

Year,Make,Model

1969 Maserati Ghibli
Vin# AM115744

Mileage Terms

005,726

Amount

Description Rate

Repair right rear parking and brake light, remove lens
check for power and ground. Replace bulb and test.
Top up fuel left side fuel tank, check both right and left
fuel pumps and switch (ok).

Evacuate A/C (held vacuum for 3 days). Charge A/C system

and test.
Check and retorque all radiator and heater hose clamps.

Run engine and check radiator fans if they are working
properly (0k).

Check oil levels to gearbox and differential (ok).

Check and set tire pressures.

Test drive vehicle.

Wash exterior, vacuum interior and clean glass.

Sales Tax (6.35%)

Total

Page 2




Invoice

Date Invoice #

1/31/2022 176205

u Fahey St.
Stamford, CT 06907

Year,Make,Model

1969 Maserati Ghibli

Dennis Tselentis
Vin# AM115744

56 Harvard Street
Garden City, Ny. 1530
Tel:516-318-2149

005,726

Amount

Quantity Description

=y

Sales Tax (6.35%) $154.20

Tel: 203-327-1747
Fax: 203-327-7140 Total $2,582.57

www.vantagemotorsports.com

Page 3
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Dennis Tselentis April 19, 2017
56 Harvard St :
Garden City NY 11530

Dear Dennis:

The original VIN number for all 4.7 liter engine Ghiblis from the Maserati Factory in Modena,
Italy are configured like this: AM115.%**, The AM115 designates the model of the Maserati, or
as Maserati states it the “tipo” or type. All Ghiblis are typo AM115. The digits after the dot are
the production number of the car. This will be a 3 or 4-digit number for all 4.7 liter engine
Ghiblis. The problem arises when the cars were shipped back to Italy to have work done. When
they were returned to the USA the VIN number was sometimes altered. It is believed this
happened most often by customs officials when the cars were brought back into the country.
They were not familiar with the cars and the VIN numbers were not as specific as the VIN
numbers on American made cars. This was before the time of standardized 17-digit VIN
numbers being required for all cars entering the country.

This VIN number can be found on the chassis plaque mounted inside the engine compartment on
the wheelwell of the car. There is a data plaque that has autotelaio, translates chassis, and should
have tipo AM115 on one line and No. *** on the next line with that particular car’s production

number.

Best regards,

By DALl

Kerry McMullen
President / Publisher

1620 Industry Drive SW, Suite F e Auburn, WA 98001 e USA  Tel: USA + (253)-833-2598  Fax: USA + (253) ~735-0946

Email: mci@maseratinet.com

Website http://www.maseratinet.com

A division of the MIE Corp.
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MASERATIS FOR SALE

This Maserati Ghibli 4.7 liter, 5 speed, Coupe |
carries matching number engine and chassis
115.744. It has been painstakingly restored
and preserved with the same owner for the
last 26 years. The car is finished in stunning
midnight blue with a sand colored leather

issue. Thecarwassentmsoﬁognatobe
brought back to its glory by the well known
canazzmammrtm Complete records
are available on | Some of you may’
remember seeing sarshownatcmmmo
in 1995 and it appeared in Viale Ciro Menotti
club publication, issue #57.

This stunning Ghibli Coupe has matching
number engine and is still running strong
with its original beautiful song. All of the
mechanicals were completely gone through
and restored at the same time as the body
and paint work in 1989-90. Zero rust has
beenmundmmemstumam Since
restoration, the car has done 4901 miles and
has been stored in an environmentaily
mntmlfedgarageand;snowwamngforme
next caretaker to enjoy. This car is definitely
in the cati of "excellent” condition. It is
verydoaewhm‘»makes:td,epwfectcarm
dnive and enjoy. You will certainly be the
star of you local gathering. Ewpectadmmng
‘comments to be common. Youowe:tto
youmﬂ‘mseemasambh.

Foraddiﬂaml infomﬁon, contact:
Email: Kerry McMullen
Tel, 253-833-2598

- e

Go to
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If you find that any of the automobiles in the Classified section have been sold,
please e-mail us. mci@maseratinet.com
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ITALIAN RESTORATION

Sometime agos | wrote MIE about
rebullding a Ghibll (115.744), which |
was able to obtain here In Saudl
Arabla. The response was qulck, and
| later had a friend, Don Sumner,
visit MIE to get more Information. As a
result, | was convinced MIE would do an
excel lent job and | had made tentative
plans to send the car +to Seattle.
- However, | had also visited some shops

in Italy and | couldn't escape the
nostalgia of knowing my car was rebullt
there.

After visiting Bologna and Modena
(just being there somehow got to me). |
picked a shop In Bologna called
Autosport, whose manager Is Cleto

The before shot of Ghibli No. 744. Soon it i]
be returned to its original splendor under the
guidance of Italian craftsmen, Carraway photo.

Grandi. He knows Francis and speaks
very fondly of him. He assures me there
is no problem with parts avallability
and | am very excited about seeing my
car In the finished condition and test
driving It In Italy.

My car Is a European version,
manufactured In January of 1969.
Therefore, | will have to comply with
DOT standards that were in effect at
that time. Most of the standards are
Inherent In the car as originally
produced, but there are a few things |

will need to do in order to get DOT
approval.



ITALIAN RESTORATION

Sometime ago, | wrote MIE about
rebullding a Ghibll (115.744), which |
was able to obtain here In Saudl
Arabla. The response was qulck, and
| later had a friend, Don Sumner,
vislit MIE to get more Information. As a
result, | was convinced MIE would do an
excellent job and | had made tentative
plans to send the car +to Seattle.
iHowever, | had also visited some shops
in Italy and | couldn't escape the
nostalglia of knowing my car was rebullt
there.

After visiting Bologna and Modena
(just being there somehow got to me). |
picked a shop In Bologna called
Autosport, whose manager Is Cleto

The before shot of Ghibli No, 744. Soon it wil
be returned to its original splendor under the
guidance of Italian craftsmen. Carraway photo.

Grandi. He knows Francis and speaks
very fondly of him. He assures me there
is no problem with parts avallability
and | am very excited about seelng my
car In the finished condltlon and test
driving It In Italy.

My «car 1Is a European version,
manufactured In January of 1969.
Therefores | wlll have to comply with
DOT standards that were Iin effect at
that time. Most of the standards are
Inherent In the car as originally
produced, but there are a few things |
will need to do In order to get DOT
approval.

There are +three standards about
which | need information:

1. Standard 203 =-- 15 mph
Impact, force of steering wheel on
driver chest not to exceed 2500 |bs.

2. Standard 204 -~ 30 mph,

steering column shall not displace
rearward by more than 5 inches.

3. Standard 301 == 30 mph
impact, fuel system must not allow loss

of fuel at a rate greater than 1 ounce
per minute.

I'm sure the car is designed to meet
the above standards, but my concern Iis
how to prove this 1o the DOT. |
thought maybe MIE could help me or
maybe some other members have imported
a Ghibll or European version and have

already solved these problems. |
appreciate any Information that is
avallable.

| have enclosed a couple of photos
showing the condition in which |
received my car. | will send another
when Autosport has finished
restoration. v

| enjoy the publications and
Informatlion provided for MIE members.
| look forward to each issue and It Is
nice to know there Is someone who can
help us keep these cholce cars on the

road. | hope *o be able to visit MIE
someday In +the beautiful Northwest.
Maybe | can make a tour In my new
Ghibll.

J. FERRELL CARRAWAY
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

I'm sorry we ecan't be of help with
these DOT and EPA questions. MIE has
shied away from doing certification or
being involved in any way with the
importation and legaliziom of European
cars. Therefore, we cannot make
statements of fact as to what ie
required. I suggest you contact one of
the many firme doing thies type of work
advertised in the trade magazines;
however, I would caution you to be very
careful 1in choosing the firm that will
ultimately do the work. FGM




CONTRIBUTING EDITORS

Ghibli #115.744

744 underwent complete restoration
at Autosport in Bologna. "No one
can believe it's a '69 model," says the
owner, "It looks brand new.”

J. Ferrell Carraway Photos.

The ground up restoration project
was completed by Autosport in Bologna,
Italy and we took delivery in October.

We want to publicly thank all the
nice people at Autosport, especially Cle-
to Grandi, for a beautiful car. If there is
a better Maserati man than Cleto, I

want to meet him. Everyone who sees
the car cannot believe it is a 1969 mod-
el. It looks brand new.

I may be the only person who
owned a Maserati for over two years be-

fore actually driving one. I cannot de-
scribe the feelings of anticipation when

13

Autosport notified me that the car was
ready for acceptance. Actually it hap-
pened rather suddenly,

We had made several trips to Bolog-
na to see the progress of the car and
had planned to ship it in December. I
arrived at my office in Jeddah, Saudi




CONTRIBUTING EDITORS

Arabia one Tuesday morning in October
at approximately 7:00 a.m. to find an ur-
gent telex message from Autosport, in-
forming me that the Italian Customs re-
quired my car to be prepared for export
no later than the following Friday. The
preparation they required was to put
the car in a container, seal and deliver it
to the port. Up to this point, I had not
seen the finished car, and I could not
imagine having it shipped without see-
ing or driving it. Anyone who has
worked in Saudi Arabia will appreciate
my concern as I read that telex, because
you don't normally get an exit visa and
airline reservation out of Saudi Arabia
very fast. Special assistance can be ob-
tained if you have, and can prove, a
death in the family. Outside of that, we
usually allow at least one week to
depart.

I sent a message back to Autosport
informing them that we planned to ar-
rive Thursday (nothing like positive
thinking). My wife works at the local
American school and she was speechless
when I called and told her we were leav-
ing that night. I didn't even know the
airline schedule.

We made it! We got the exit visas
in less than four hours and, thanks to a
special friend at Air France, we were on
the flight to Paris Tuesday night. We
went from Paris to Zurich via airplane
and then via train to Bologna, arriving
late Wednesday evening. We were in
Autosport's showroom Thursday morn-
ing at 9:00 am. admiring a beautiful
blue 1969 Ghibli that was about to be
driven by me for the first time. My
heart rate must have been 200! I don't
really know what I expected, but I can
now say that the experience exceeded
my expectation. I have never driven
such a car and the experience was unde-
scribable. If later Maserati models,
such as the Biturbo, are better, then put
my name down to drive one.

Cleto took me out on the autobahn
and, of course, he was behind the wheel
at first so I could be shown what the car
was all about. After about thirty min-
utes, he let me take over. My first incli-
nation was to zoom past everything in
sight. Cleto made sure I didn't do that
by informing me that I should hold the
rpm at 3,000 until the engine had a few
more miles.

The next day we containerized the
car, had customs put their seal on it and

shipped it to Livorno to await sailing to
Houston. Next step - DOT and EPA
clearance.

Since I had previously heard about
DOT and EPA problems, I'd already ob-
tained a good bit of knowledge on the
subjects and I felt I was prepared.
When my car left Saudi Arabia in 1987,
I was expecting an exemption on the
EPA. While it was undergoing restora-
tion, the law was changed (July 1988)
so that a one-time exemption would no
longer be allowed. This was a big prob-
lem because I didn't want my car (Euro-
pean version) to have the modifications.

1 wrote my congressman and com-
plained because I felt that I should get
the exemption since I had already pur-
chased the car before the law changed.
I received good news which didn't seem
to be widely publicized by EPA.

The news I received was that an ex-
emption would be allowed if I could

...the experience
exceeded my
expectation.

show proof of purchase before December
1987 and provided I would import the
car before December 31, 1990. Appar-
ently I was not the only one who com-
plained. Under pressure, I received an
EPA exemption.

DOT is another story. I knew I
would have to comply with any DOT
standards in effect at January 1969,
which was the date my car was manu-
factured. I obtained the DOT standards
booklet and studied it very carefully be-
fore sending the car to Italy. The major
changes I needed were seat belts and a
headrest, no problem for Cleto.

By the time the ship sailed from Li-
vorno port, my agent in Houston had all
the papers for the EPA exemption, but I
was still worried about DOT. I knew
the car was in compliance, but I wanted
to take it directly from the port without
posting bond and sending it to the im-
port certificated holder for verification. I
was anxious to get the car and take it to
Baton Rouge, Louisiana where it would
take up permanent residence.

My agent informed me that I need-
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ed a document from Maserati stating
the car was in compliance with all DOT
standards of January 1969. By this
time we were back in Saudi Arabia with
plans to fly out again when the Ghibli
landed in Houston. We left early and
went back to Modena where we received
great assistance from our good friend
Oscar Gnoli. Oscar took me to the Fac-
tory and, after they confirmed that Au-
tosport had put the seat belts and head-
rest in, they gave me the letter. Later
that day, I faxed a copy to the agent and
we took off for Houston.

We landed in Atlanta two days lat-
er and, as soon as we had cleared our
bags through customs, I called the
agent who gave me the good news that
customs had cleared the car as a con-
forming vehicle. Oh Happy Day!!

Once in Houston things went very
smooth. The only problem was my in-
sistence of being present when they
opened the container. [ really didn't
want anyone to touch the car except my-
self as I had heard horror stories about
container stripping. My agent told me
it might not be possible because of the
problem of getting into the port. ;

They did manage to get me in the
port, and again my pulse rate must
have been going at 200 as the bolt cut-
ters were brought out to cut the slug off
the door. I was not going to relax until I
saw the same car we put in the contain-
er at Bologna.

The insurance company had writ-
ten coverage for the trip from Bologna,
but they warned me about several
things which could happen and result in
no claim. First, the truck which hauled
the container from Bologna to Livorna
had to go direct without stopping be-
cause they were afraid of leaving the
container unattended on public roads.
The other thing was proper tie-down
and shoring inside the container must
be used. They told me about other cars
coming loose and bouncing around in
the container due to rough handling or
rough seas.

The slug was cut and the doors
flung open. The loud noise of my heart
beating gave way to the whistles and
sighs from the three or four attendants
as their eyes fell on the blue Ghibli.
There it sat just as I had left it in Bolog-
na. As the doors opened, the odor of
leather was very much in evidence as it
had permeated the inside atmosphere of




the container during the prior thirty
days.

The Department of Agriculture rep-
resentative was present to examine the
undercarriage and grill for foreign dirt,
bugs or whatever might contain contam-
ination. When he saw the car he imme-
diately said "no problem” and stamped
my papers without ordering a wash job.

I opened the frunk lid and re-
connected the battery. A longshoreman
released the tiedowns and removed the
blocks at the front and rear wheels. I
opened the door, climbed in the driver's
geat and turned the key. The roar of
the engine let all onlookers know they
were seeing a very unusual car. I was
given a gate pass and I drove it out to
meet my wife who had been anxiously
waiting for the ride to Baton Rouge.

The car performed beautifully dur-
ing the drive, and I was really not anx-
ious to stop when we arrived in Baton
Rouge. However, since we had to make
the drive without insurance, my good
sense prevailed!

Yes, that's correct, no insurance. I
couldn't find anyone to cover the car ex-
cept American Collectors out of New
Jersey, and they insisted on having pic-
tures and the application after we had
imported the car. I sent the pictures we
took in Bologna, but they would not ac-
cept them as current condition.

The car sat in my garage for about
two weeks without being driven until
the insurance was in place. That was a
long two weeks! In fact, on December
12, I eould wait no longer. [ backed it
out and drove around a few blocks very
gingerly which is hard to do in a Ghibli.
As it turns out, the car was insured as
of December 12. Now I must abide by
the limit of 2,500 miles per year and
that will be hard to do.

In closing, I would like to say how
much we enjoy owning the car and be-
ing a member of MCI. The magazine,
newsletters and other services are very
much appreciated. '/
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